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MISSION TO MARS
A memorable, hands-on, minds-on, science experience for students

Mission to Mars is a full-day, scenario-based program for Years 5 to 10. 
Students work in teams and use problem-solving skills to successfully 
complete a geological survey of a Martian crater. 

Dressed in specially-designed spacesuits, students depressurise in a simulated 
airlock before stepping out onto the Mars surface. They collect real soil and 
rock samples, drill an ice core, conduct a thermal survey and take seismic 
measurements.  

Mission Control officers play an important 
role in the mission: they are responsible for 
the safety of the astronauts and the success 
of the scientific program. From Mission 
Control, students communicate with the 
astronauts via radio and direct their scientific 
investigations. Mission Control officers also 
monitor the environmental conditions on 
Mars and the systems of the space station, 
working together to solve problems as they 
arise.  

After returning to Earth, students analyse 
their samples and undertake further scientific 
investigations in the research laboratory. All 
students act as astronauts, mission 

controllers and research scientists during the full-day program. The program is 
aligned with the requirements of the Australian Curriculum.

Year levels: Suitable for Years 5 to 10 
Primary schools: $100 per class 

Secondary schools: $150 per class 
Maximum group size: 26 students 
Minimum group size: 10 students

in collaboration with

Victorian Space Science Education Centre 
www.vssec.vic.edu.au




