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Welcome Message

Welcome to our Middle School
Curriculum Handbook

At Hamilton Secondary College, we are
committed to high-quality education
through excellence in teaching and learning.
With dedicated staff, students are
supported and challenged to achieve their
personal best in a safe and engaging
environment. Our aim is always to develop
confident learners who feel connected and
valued within the school community
through high expectations and growth
opportunities.

The Middle School years are a significant
stage of learning, providing students with
the opportunity to build strong foundations
in literacy and numeracy. Through a
curriculum aligned with the Australian
Curriculum, students develop the
knowledge, understanding and capabilities
required for future learning and lifelong Principal
success.

To further enrich learning opportunities, Hamilton Secondary College offers a range of
specialised programs, including the Special Interest Space Academy. Available from Year
7,the Academy is offered through a competitive application process. It provides an
engaging and challenging pathway for students with a passion for space and STEM. The
program enables students to extend their learning, pursue their interests, and explore
future aspirations.

This Curriculum Handbook provides students and families with a comprehensive
overview of the diverse learning opportunities and subject offerings available throughout
the Middle School years. Through a broad range of subjects, students are encouraged to
explore their interests, discover their strengths and develop the confidence and
capabilities needed to thrive. The handbook also serves as a guide for informed subject
selection, supporting students to make thoughtful decisions and create pathways that
prepare them for success in the senior years and beyond, including future study,
training and career opportunities.




Middle

School

A STRONG START

Moving from primary to secondary school is a milestone for young people and their families.
It's often a time of mixed emotions. It's not unusual for students to feel excited, but also just
a little worried about making the move.

Our goal is to make the transition as easy and smooth as possible for everyone. We do this
by beginning the transition early. We have strong partnerships with our local primary schools
and have a series of learning visits for students from Year 5. By doing this, we make sure that
our students develop a sense of belonging to the College well before they begin their
secondary education. It builds confidence for them and their families that the move to the
College will be an easy one. They know their way around, have positive relationships with our
teachers and know our routines. Most of all, they know that our teachers are caring and will
support them to do their very best.

A strong start builds a solid foundation for success for your child, and that's what we deliver.

A POSITIVE JOURNEY

As your child progresses through the Middle Years from Year 7 to Year 10, we want them to
continue to build their connectedness to the College community. Our students have
opportunities to be actively involved in College life by participating in things like sports, clubs,
camps and competitions. We have high expectations for all of our students. We want them to be
the best that they can be and achieve at the very highest level. Our goal is to engage them in
learning that is rigorous, and to build a sense of purpose and direction for them. This will set
them on a pathway for success in the senior years and beyond.

SUBJECTS

Our students study the Australian Curriculum in Years 7-10. Our Language is Japanese, and this is
complemented by a number of Study Tours from Japan each year. This provides our students
with opportunities to learn more about Japanese culture and to practice their Japanese language
skills.

As a STEM specialist school, your child will have the opportunity to study STEM as a separate
subject in addition to mainstream Mathematics, Science and Technology Studies. With a
comprehensive program in place, your child will have many opportunities to develop their
passion, interest, knowledge and skills in this area which will set them on a great pathway to
pursue these subjects in Senior School.



Key Staff

Principal

Deputy Principal

Director of Teaching & Learning

SACE & Senior School Assistant Principal

Space & STEM Assistant Principal

Learning Support & Wellbeing Assistant Principal
VET Coordinator

Learning Area Coordinators

English/LOTE

Mathematics

Sciences & STEM
Humanities

Health & Physical Education
The Arts

Technologies

Home Economics

Special Options

Peta Kourbelis

Peter Papageorgiou
Amanda Furness
Angus Fisher

Dr. Sarah Baker
Rebecca Hill-Rowney
Desanka Arezina

Amanda Furness
Jay Dyer

Dr. Sarah Baker
Peter Papageorgiou
Angus Fisher
Amanda Furness
Rod Yon

Desanka Arezina

Alice Galletti



Middle School Course Outline
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6x 1 Semester Elective Subjects:

HPE (1 semester compulsory)
Design & Technology
Drama
Music
Digital Technologies
Photography
STEM
Home Economics
Japanese

Year 7-10 Special Interest Program - Space & STEM Academy

English

Mathematics

Science

Exploring
|dentities &
Futures

Humanities

6x 1 Semester Elective Subjects:
HPE (1 semester compulsory)
Design & Technology
Drama
Music
Business

Digital Art/Media
STEM
Dance

Home Economics

Space Academy lessons occur during one of the practical subjects studied by Year 7-10 students. To join the Space
Academy, students apply through the school website and take part in an interview process.
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Subject Pathways - English & LOTE
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Subject Pathways - Mathematics
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Subject Pathways - Sciences
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Subject Pathways - Humanities
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Subject Pathways - The Arts
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Subject Pathways - Technologies
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Subject Pathways - Health & Physical Education
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Senior

School

A PERSONALISED PROGRAM

As students move into the Senior School, they are becoming more aware of their future
direction. They need access to learning programs and opportunities that will help them to
achieve their goals. We take the time to understand your child and the pathway that they want to
pursue so that we can build a personalised program for them.

With a strong academic program offering students choice of a range of Year 12 subjects, each
year our graduates gain entry to the full range of university courses. As a Registered Training
Organisation, we proudly offer over 19 nationally accredited Vocational Education and Training
programs for our students, with access to addition programs outside of the school. This gives
them direct pathways in to further study and employment. We tailor their program to ensure
that they achieve their SACE as well as a VET qualification.

SUPPORT ALONG THE WAY

We support our students to achieve their goals. All students in the Senior School have access to
the Senior Study Centre. This is a designated space just for them. It is well set up to provide
places for quiet study, as well as spaces that allow them to work together on collaborative tasks.
Our teachers go the extra mile for your child by providing workshops during school holidays, and
support outside their lesson times. We have a strong Pathways program that includes practical
strategies and advice on things like time management, study skills and exam preparation. We
use experts in the field, such as Elevate Education, to complement our in-house program. There
are no additional fees or charges for these services. It's all part of the service we provide to help
your child to achieve their goals and dreams.

SUBJECTS

Our curriculum offerings are both academic and vocationally oriented, providing your child with
opportunities to study in areas of interest and strength. We deliver Specialist Mathematics,
Mathematical Methods, Physics and Chemistry which will allow your child to access university
course for which these may be a pre-requisite. We have a comprehensive range of nationally
accredited Vocational Education and Training courses to meet the needs of students seeking a
pathway into TAFE or employment.

Click here to see the 2026 SACE Subject Guide
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Vocational

Education
& Training &+
(VET)

Hamilton Secondary College (HSC) is a Registered Training Organisation (RTO 0561)
accredited to deliver nationally recognised Vocational Education and Training (VET)
qualifications and courses.

WHAT IS A VET COURSE?

VET courses offer valuable knowledge and skills applicable to various industries and students
who complete vocational education and training (VET) can earn credits that count towards
achieving the South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE). Certain VET courses also
facilitate easier access to additional educational pathways, such as university programs.

HAMILTON SECONDARY COLLEGE COURSES

Students have the opportunity to access HSC RTO full qualifications and stackable VET
options, as well as, a broad range of VET programs offered off-campus by other training
organisations. Students may need to travel to the relevant training locations.

VET at HSC
HSC RTO delivers the following qualifications:
e MEM20422 Certificate Il in Engineering Pathways
e CUA31020 Certificate lll in Screen & Media (Film)
Also, there are pre-VET courses:
e Barista
e Business
¢ Filmmaking
e CAD (Computer Aided Design)

For more information, please contact the school on dl.0823.vet@schools.sa.edu.au
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